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September 9th, 2020 

Chesaning Village Planning Commission Minutes 
 

 

Commission Chair Vondrasek called the meeting of the Chesaning Village Planning Commission to order 

at 7:00 PM on September 9th, 2020 in Showboat Park under the top pavilion. 

Roll Call: Present - Hoover, Parker, Rosencrans, Vondrasek 

     Feltman 

    

   Absent – Greenfelder, Sanders 

                 

Approval of Agenda: 

Motioned by Hoover, supported by Parker to approve the agenda. Motion carried. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 

Motioned by Hoover, supported by Parker to approve the minutes from the February 25th, 2020 meeting. 

Motion carried. 

Public Comments: 

None 

Unfinished Business: 

None 

New Business: 

Special Use Application (SUP) – 1501 W Brady St  

Hoover made the motion to enter the public hearing, supported by Parker. Public hearing was opened at 

7:02pm. 

Public Hearing: Special Use Application – 1501 W Brady St 

Brian Talbot gave a brief explanation of the storage unit rentals he was looking to add to the 

property adjacent to his business Backwoods Carpentry should the SUP be granted. 

Vondrasek went over the SUP standards: 

1) No Comment 

2) No Comment 

3) No Comment 

4) Vondrasek asked about any potential flooding issues as the property is next to a creek. Talbot 

explained that the property sits high enough that it should not be an issue. 

5) Feltman stated that ingress and egress will be decided by MDOT. 

6) Feltman explained that in the future Planning Commission will need to specify a zoning 

district for the use.  

Hoover made the motion to exit the public hearing, supported by Parker. Public hearing was closed 

at 7:07pm. 

Hoover made the motion to approve the Special Use Permit for 1501 W Brady St, supported by Parker. 

 



2 | P a g e  
 

Roll Call Vote: 

Aye – Hoover, Parker, Rosencrans, Vondrasek 

Nay – none 

Motion carried. 

Special Use Application (SUP) – 9982 Peet Rd  

Greg Schmid gave a brief presentation on what his clients were looking to do with the special use permit 

and gave a brief statement on his clients and their history in the industry. 

Hoover made the motion to enter the public hearing, supported by Parker. Public hearing was opened at 

7:16pm. 

Public Hearing: Special Use Application – 9982 Peet Rd 

Cynthia Mayhew stated that she believed that there is something in every piece of the SUP checklist 

that would be detrimental to the residents in the nearby area. Mayhew continued on to claim when 

she lived on Line St she could smell the stuff coming from the facility on Brady St. Mayhew 

concluded by saying if the facility should be approved, she would second guess putting her house up 

for sale again. 

Pastor Tim Woycik asked how many members made up the planning commission. Vondrasek stated 

that the board was made up 7 members. Woycik stated that anyone who lives in the vicinity of the 

Brady St facility knows there is a smell that comes from the facility. Woycik went on to express 

concerns that the promises of well-ventilated facilities is not being met. 

Cherrie Giesken asked for clarification on the facilities being distanced from schools as the church 

next door has vacation bible school. Vondrasek clarified that that only applies to an accredited 

school. Giesken continued on to say that smell will be an issue and that they don’t want these 

facilities near the “Welcome to Chesaning” signs. Geisken asked that if they truly partnered with the 

facility on Sharon Rd why don’t they just move out there. Brett Taylor, one of the applicants, 

explained that they do not own the property out on Sharon Rd. Geisken continued on to say she 

won’t live next to a facility and she will sell. Geisken claimed that the schools are suffering, even 

with updated school facilities, due to being known as “Pot City” instead of “Showboat City”.   

Bruce Dankert raised concerns about the county drain near the facility in question. 

Walt Yeomans gave brief summary of activities run at the church throughout the week and is 

concerned about the effects of smell on their attendance at said events. Yeomans stated he was not 

opposed to legitimate businesses, but they have concerns about the what-ifs. Yeomans thanked the 

commission for their time. 

Doug Geisken asked Brett Taylor if he was a resident of Chesaning. Taylor explained that he was 

not a resident of the Village of Chesaning, but is a Chesaning resident. Geisken went on to say that 

Taylor does not have to go home and deal with this while he, Geisken, has to suffer through. 

Geisken continued on asking how Taylor could assure the residents he could be a responsible 

corporate citizen. Geisken then described events that happened when Taylor first moved a business 

onto the property. Geisken continued on to make accusations against Brett Taylor’s character based 

on a rumor he has heard. 

Ashley Archer claimed that her property backs up to Taylor’s property. Archer continued on to say 

that she loves gardening and one of the first things she did when she moved into her home was to 

plant a garden. Since that first year flooding has become more and more of a problem each year. She 

continued on to express concerns that the flooding issue started around the same time Taylor made 

drainage improvements at his facility. 
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Don Neuman stated that he raised his family in Chesaning and now he and his wife travel and stated 

what the people on his travels have thought of Chesaning. Neuman expressed concerns about what 

the image of Chesaning will be if the Village of Chesaning is “bookended” with marihuana facilities. 

Neuman thanked the commission for what they do, but asked them to consider the legacy they will 

leave. 

Hoover made the motion to exit the public hearing, supported by Parker. Public hearing was closed 

at 7:34pm.  

Vondrasek went over the SUP standards: 

1) No Comment 

2) No Comment 

3) No Comment 

4) Hoover asked if there was a lift at the facility or if it was direct into the sewer. 

5) No Comment 

6) No Comment  

Rosencrans made the motion to approve the Special Use Permit for 9982 Peet Rd, supported by Hoover. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Aye – Hoover, Parker, Rosencrans  

Nay – Vondrasek 

Motion carried. 

Rezoning and Special Use Application (SUP) – 9726 W Peet Rd  

Vondrasek asked if a representative for the SUP was present and if the Robinettes, the current property 

owners, were present as two signatures were left blank. Robinettes came up and signed the documents so 

the commission could proceed. 

Joey Kejbou presented on behalf of the applicants and gave a brief presentation of what the applicants 

were looking to do with the property. Kejbou also addressed the concerns he heard during the previous 

SUP application presentation. 

Hoover made the motion to enter the public hearing, supported by Parker. Public hearing was opened at 

7:50pm. 

Public Hearing: Rezoning and Special Use Application – 9982 Peet Rd 

Cynthia Mayhew asked the commission how many lived in the vicinity of a growing facility. 

Mayhew claimed that the commission were the ones making decisions yet don’t live by the facilities. 

Mayhew claimed that residents pay high property taxes and that the commission won’t listen to the 

residents. Mayhew stated that the Robinettes were going to make their money and they are retiring. 

Doug Geisken stated that now not only do the residents have to put up with one facility but now they 

have to put up with two. Giesken also stated that the Robinettes were a good family and ran a good 

business, he asked if they would retire in the vicinity of the business. Robinettes replied that they 

lived in Chesaning. Geisken also stated that they now had to put up with “Big Brother”, with the 

cameras the facility would be putting up. Geisken also brought up issues with the potential smell 

from the facilities, claiming the other, currently operating, grow facilities are releasing a smell. 

Pastor Tim Woycik made comments in regards to the precautions and equipment to prevent a smell 

escaping the facility. Woycik asked what purpose the cameras serve. Woycik asked to know where 

each of the commission members live, since those wishing to speak during public comment have to 

give their addresses. 
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Hoover made the motion to exit the public hearing, supported by Parker. Public hearing was closed 

at 7:56pm.  

Rezoning Application – 9726 W Peet Rd 

Hoover stated that it seemed silly to have the property split the way it was in regards to zoning and with 

the agriculture zones next to it the rezoning request was within rezoning rules.  

Vondarsek brought up concerns about flooding near the storage units on the property. 

Rosencrans agreed with Hoover that the split zoning was odd and with agriculture surrounding the 

property the zoning could be changed. 

Hoover made the motion to approve the Rezoning Request Application for 9726 W Peet Rd, supported by 

Parker. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Aye – Hoover, Parker, Rosencrans, Vondrasek 

Nay – none 

Motion carried 

Special Use Application – 9726 W Peet Rd 

Vondrasek went over the SUP standards: 

1) No Comment 

2) No Comment 

3) No Comment 

4) No Comment 

5) No Comment 

6) No Comment  

Hoover made the motion to approve the Special Use Permit for 9726 W Peet Rd with the note that 

Council reexamine the drainage, supported by Rosencrans. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Aye – Hoover, Parker, Rosencrans  

Nay – Vondrasek 

Motion carried 

Village Update: Village Administrator 

Feltman said goodbye as the 11th would be his last day, stated he enjoyed his time and would be the 

interim until his replacement was found. 

Motioned by Hoover, supported by Parker to adjourn the meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:02 pm. 

 
 

Submitted by Planning Secretary Lisa Bohn 


